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Obed Wild & Scenic River Designated an International Dark Sky Park 
 
WARTBURG, Tennessee: The National Park Service is pleased to announce that Obed Wild & Scenic 

River has been designated an International Dark Sky Association (IDA) International Dark Sky Park.  

With this designation Obed WSR is now the second National Park Service unit east of Colorado to earn 

this designation and the 17th national park in the United States to do so.   

 

Starry night skies are an important part of the special places the National Park Service protects. Our 

national parks hold some of the last remaining harbors of darkness and provide amazing opportunities to 

experience this critical resource. Obed Wild & Scenic River is one of these special places with a truly 

dark night sky.  Among Obed’s interpretive themes is a primary goal to reconnect life and nature by 

discussing the value of quiet, solitude, and even darkness in the noisy, frenetic, and developed world of 

the 21st century. 

 

To qualify as an International Dark Sky Park, Obed demonstrated exceptional dark-sky conditions, and a 

strong commitment to preserving the park’s night sky resource for the enjoyment, education, and 

inspiration of present and future generations. Since 2013, the park has offered year-round astronomy and 

dark sky interpretive programs, supported by a strong collaboration with local amateur astronomers from 

the ORION Astronomy Club in Oak Ridge, Tennessee and the Knoxville Observers in Knoxville, 

Tennessee. 

 

The Obed park staff started working with the International Dark Sky Program on certification efforts 

several years ago, including collecting data, offering Night Sky Junior Ranger programming, and making 

sure that all park activities considered night sky as a valuable natural resource.  “Just as it is important for 

people to be able to hike, rock climb, fish, paddle and so many other activities in this beautiful place, it is 
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essential that the wonders of the night sky be available for all to experience,” said Superintendent Niki 

Stephanie Nicholas.      

 

The International Dark Sky Places Program was started in 2001 to encourage communities around the 

world to preserve and protect dark sites through responsible lighting polices and public education.  

Designations are based on stringent outdoor lighting standards and innovative community outreach. 

For more information about the International Dark Sky Association visit http://www.darksky.org.  

 

More about Obed Wild and Scenic River is found at: 

https://www.nps.gov/obed/learn/nature/lightscape.htm, and more information about the National Park 

Service’s night sky efforts is found at: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nightskies/index.htm 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 
more than 400 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history 
and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  


