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2- ABOUT THE MUNICIPALITY OF ALBANYA

2.1 LOCATION

Albanya is a large migipality located in the norgvestern edge of the empordanese
pyrenesin Girona (Catalonid, boundary with the Garrotxa and Vallespir (southern
France) counties. It limits with the empordanese municipalities of Sant Llorenc¢ de la
Muga, Cabanelles and Maggnde Cabrenys, the \Jabkpirenque municipalities of
Manera, Serrdbngaand Costoja and the garrotxins municipalities of Sales de Llierca,
Montagut and Oix.

Albanya municipality unique locationngxt to the natural park Parc d'Espais d'Interes
Natural de I'Alta Garrotxa and only at 25 km from Figueres, the city of the famous
painter Salvador Dali.
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2.2 DESCRIPTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY

Figure 1: A view of the town of Albanya
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Alt Emporda countyand enclosesa great part of the source of La Muga rivdhe
municipality encompasses the town of Albanya (located at 239 meters of altitude
above the sea level), the Carbonils aggregate, the old Horts parroque, the Fau
sarctuary an the old rural parroques that integrated the munidigyabf Bassegoda
(Bassegoda, Lliana, Sous, Ribelles, Pincard, Corsavell, Sant Joan de Bossols and the
sanctuary of Mare de Déu del Mont).



Figure 2: Albanya main square and church

Therefoe, aside from the town, the municipality is formed by an aggregate of
disseminated neighborseveral hermitages anthrm houses (the majority of which
are abandoned or inhabitetbday).

The municipality of Albam also has ruins of old castléisel the catle of Bac Grillera,

the castle of Arge(VIIl century)the castle of Jaume &f BassegodéXIl century) and

the Casal del Serrat (VIII century). The municipality also has roads as old as the
Neolithic era, and some Neolithic caves.

Its unique locationnpextto the rnver Muga, allows visitors to be in permanent contact
with the nature and to practice many different activities such as stargazing, adventure
sports, fishing, hunting, hiking, horse riding, feuneel drive, etc. This tremendous
landscape fulof peace, that represents one of the most virgin areas of the Emporda is
well connected with the rest of the province



Figure 3: A view of the town of Albanya

The population of Albanya has always been scarce, with a peak of 532 inhabitants in
1860. he old municipality of Bassegoda (now part of the municipality of Albanya)
peaked at 657 in 1860. Nowadays, the municipality of Albanya has 150 to 160
inhabitants. This data reflects the depopulation that the municipality suffers,

heightened speciallgfter the second half of the 20thentury after the disappearance
of forest, agricultural and cattle activities.

Figure 4: Astronomy activities being performed downtown Albanya












































































































































































































