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GENERAL 

Current Information for the Site IDA contact(s) 

Primary Contact: 

Ricky Ryan 

Park Ranger 

Obed Wild & Scenic River  

208 N. Maiden Street 

Wartburg, TN 37887 

Ricky_ryan@nps.gov 

 

Alternate Contact: 

Matt Hudson 

Chief Ranger 

Obed Wild & Scenic River  

208 N. Maiden Street 

Wartburg, TN 37887 

Matt_hudson@nps.gov 

 

Does the site currently have a Provisional status?  If so, what work has been done in the 

past year to resolve concerns that resulted in the Provisional designation? 

The Obed Wild & Scenic River is designated as a Silver-Tier Dark Sky Park.  There is no 

Provisional designation. 

Does the site plan to apply for a tier status upgrade in the future?  If so, what work has 

been done in the past year furthering the application? 

At this time, we do not plan to apply for a tier upgrade. 

Estimate the number of site visitors in the last year.  Of those, how many participated in 

dark-skies programming? 

Visitation to the park exceeded 200,000 visitors in the last year.  Of those, 448 participated in 

dark-skies programming.  Many visitors also come to the park to enjoy the night sky on their 

own.  To facilitate a self-guided night sky experience, we have developed a new rack card 

specifically to highlight the best locations for visitors to view the night sky on their own. 

 

LIGHTING 

Were any new lighting projects completed this year?  If so, describe. 

mailto:Ricky_ryan@nps.gov
mailto:Matt_hudson@nps.gov
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The park has no outdoor lighting.  Additionally, as part of our application the park adopted a new 

Standard Operating Procedure to prohibit permanently-installed outdoor lighting. 

Is there any lighting within the Park non-compliant with the LMP (as permitted at the time 

of IDA designation)? 

See above. The park has no outdoor lighting. 

Was any new territory added to the Park?  If so, does any lighting on it comply with the 

LMP?  If lighting on new territory doesn’t comply, is there a plan to bring it into 

compliance? 

All new territory that has been added this year does not have any lights. 

 

SKY QUALITY 

Were any sky quality data taken in the past year?  If possible, include a table or figure 

showing the information. 

The sky quality data presented below was collected on December 14, 2017. 

Location Reading average 

Alley Ford Riverside 21.19 

Nemo Bridge 21.03 

Turnhole below confluence overlook 21.08 

Lilly Bridge 21.14 

Lilly Overlook 21.12 

Laz Hawn Road Field 21.11 

OBJ Field 21.12 

Jett Bridge Picnic Area 21.35 

Devil's Breakfast Table 21.22 

Right turn to field in CWMA 21.29 

Field towards Otter Creek mouth 21.29 

Potter's Ford 21.22 

Adams Bridge 21.12 

Barnett Bridge 21.34 

Four Mile Creek gated community 21.24 

Long driveway off Scott Wyatt 21.46 

Loyd Hall Loop dirt road gate 21.29 
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Did sky brightness increase over the previous year? 

The overall sky brightness remained the same. 

Is a permanently mounted sky monitor installed, or are there plans to install one? 

There are no mounted sky monitors in the park, and there are no plans to install monitors. 

 

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

Any ongoing conservation and/or research programs at this site?  If so, who runs them, and 

what are the goals? 

Currently, the park is focused on conservation-oriented programming delivered to the public 

through year round interpretation and education programs that include a discussion of the effects 

of artificial lighting on the park nightscape, and lighting practices that are night sky friendly. 

Are there any new research results to report?  Have any been published this year? 

There are no new research results, and nothing has been published this year. 

 

FUNDING 

Currently administering any grants related to dark-skies programming?  If so, describe. 

The park was awarded a competitive grant from Eastern National to enhance the park’s Night 

Sky Initiative; to provide visitors an in-depth look into the night sky while promoting its 

importance as a global resource.  The grant funds were used primarily to develop two wayside 

exhibits focused on the importance of our dark sky resource.  http://easternnational.org/eastern-

national-2018-competitive-grant-recipients-announced/ 

Were any new grants won this year? 

The grant detailed above was awarded earlier this year. 

Are there plans to apply for any future grants? 

The park will continue to look for grant-related opportunities. 

 

ARTS AND CULTURE 

http://easternnational.org/eastern-national-2018-competitive-grant-recipients-announced/
http://easternnational.org/eastern-national-2018-competitive-grant-recipients-announced/


 

5 | P a g e  
 

Is any programming ongoing or planned blending the arts/culture with dark skies?  If so, 

describe. 

An artistic poster was developed with Dr. Tyler Nordgren, a well-known artist, astronomer, and 

night sky ambassador.  The artistic image associated with the poster is also being used to 

promote the park’s dark sky resource. 

 

OUTREACH 

Were any new programs begun this year? 

The park offered 7 public programs from the period October 26, 2017 (date of park’s designation 

as an IDA Dark Sky Park) to September 30, 2018.  An average of 89 visitors attended each 

program, with as many as 150 attending a single program.  The park’s programs continue to be 

offered on a year-round basis.  Additionally, the park provides scheduled programs to school 

groups, and includes mention of the park’s dark sky resource in all other park programs, and 

visitor contacts, as appropriate. 

 

COMMUNITY AND MEDIA RELATIONS 

Any news media coverage you would like us to know about? 

 Television interview on WBIR Knoxville, TN 

https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/dark-skies-protected-at-obed-wild-and-scenic-

river/51-556215513 

 Recreation.gov “5 Park Stars to Explore” https://recreation-

acm.activefederal.com/Page1460.aspx 

 RootsRated “6 best stargazing spots in the Southeast” https://rootsrated.com/stories/6-

best-stargazing-spots-in-the-southeast 

 National Park Service website press release announcing “Obed WSR Recognized as 

International Dark Sky Place” https://www.nps.gov/obed/learn/news/obed-wsr-

recognized-as-international-dark-sky-place.htm 

 Obed Wild & Scenic River “Lightscape/Night Sky” webpage 

https://www.nps.gov/obed/learn/nature/lightscape.htm 

 National Park Service “Where to Stargaze” webpage 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nightskies/stargaze.htm 

 

Any engagement with local governments, community organizations, or private landowners 

in the past year to report? 

https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/dark-skies-protected-at-obed-wild-and-scenic-river/51-556215513
https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/dark-skies-protected-at-obed-wild-and-scenic-river/51-556215513
https://recreation-acm.activefederal.com/Page1460.aspx
https://recreation-acm.activefederal.com/Page1460.aspx
https://rootsrated.com/stories/6-best-stargazing-spots-in-the-southeast
https://rootsrated.com/stories/6-best-stargazing-spots-in-the-southeast
https://www.nps.gov/obed/learn/news/obed-wsr-recognized-as-international-dark-sky-place.htm
https://www.nps.gov/obed/learn/news/obed-wsr-recognized-as-international-dark-sky-place.htm
https://www.nps.gov/obed/learn/nature/lightscape.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nightskies/stargaze.htm
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No dark sky-specific engagement with the local government or private landowners has occurred 

in the last year, however the park continues its focus on year-round public programming that 

includes a discussion of the effects of artificial lighting on the park nightscape and lighting 

practices that are night sky friendly.   

The parks resources, including the night sky resource, are promoted by the Morgan County 

Tourism Alliance “An overnight or late night visit to the Obed offers an opportunity to see the 

Obed’s outstanding night sky.  Dark sky conditions in the park result in spectacular views of the 

stellar constellations, planets, the moon, and the Milky Way.” https://www.mctamoco.com/parks 

https://www.mctamoco.com/parks

